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I urge passage of this bipartisan bill. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I would 

ask my colleagues to support this very 
important bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3963. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1345 

EXTENDING CONDOLENCES TO 
FAMILIES OF SLAIN WASH-
INGTON OFFICERS 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 939) extending condo-
lences to the families of Sergeant Mark 
Renninger, Officer Tina Griswold, Offi-
cer Ronald Owens, and Officer Greg 
Richards. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 939 

Whereas, on the morning of November 29, 
2009, 4 members of the Lakewood Police De-
partment were slain by gunfire in a senseless 
act of violence while preparing for their shift 
in Lakewood, Washington; 

Whereas the 4 officers have been members 
of the Lakewood Police Department since its 
founding 5 years ago, were valuable members 
of the community, and were deeply respected 
for their service; 

Whereas Sergeant Mark Renninger who 
served 13 years in law enforcement, first 
with the Tukwila Police Department and 
most recently, served with the Lakewood Po-
lice Department, is survived by his wife and 
3 children; 

Whereas Officer Tina Griswold who served 
14 years in law enforcement, first with the 
Lacey Police Department and most recently, 
served with the Lakewood Police Depart-
ment, is survived by her husband and 2 chil-
dren; 

Whereas Officer Ronald Owens who served 
12 years in law enforcement, first with the 
Washington State Patrol and most recently, 
served with the Lakewood Police Depart-
ment, is survived by his daughter; 

Whereas Officer Greg Richards who served 
8 years in law enforcement, first with the 
Kent Police Department and most recently, 
served with the Lakewood Police Depart-
ment, is survived by his wife and 3 children; 

Whereas the senseless violence against and 
murder of law enforcement officers, who are 
sworn to serve, protect, and preserve the 
peace of the communities, is a particularly 
heinous crime; and 

Whereas in the face of this senseless trag-
edy, the people of the City of Lakewood, the 
surrounding communities, and the State of 
Washington have come together in support 
of the law enforcement community and the 
victims’ families: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) extends its condolences to the families 
of Sergeant Mark Renninger, Officer Tina 
Griswold, Officer Ronald Owens, and Officer 
Greg Richards; and 

(2) stands with the people of Lakewood, 
Washington, the men and women of the 
Lakewood Police Department, and members 
of the law enforcement community as they 
celebrate the lives and mourn the loss of 
these four dedicated public servants and law 
enforcement heroes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COHEN. I ask unanimous consent 

that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous matter 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COHEN. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
This resolution extends condolences 

to the families of four Lakewood, 
Washington, police officers, Sergeant 
Mark Renninger, Officer Tina Gris-
wold, Officer Ronald Owens, and Officer 
Greg Richards, who were senselessly 
slain by gunfire in the line of duty on 
Sunday, November 29, 2009. These brave 
and honorable Lakewood Police De-
partment officers were ambushed as 
they sat in a local coffee shop, catching 
up on paperwork at the beginning of 
their Sunday morning shift. 

By way of this resolution, the House 
of Representatives honors the lives and 
mourns the loss of these Lakewood po-
lice officers. We join the city of Lake-
wood and the entire State of Wash-
ington in celebrating the lives and 
grieving the deaths of these police offi-
cers. 

Sergeant Mark Renninger was de-
scribed as a ‘‘tough guy’’ who excelled 
at his job and was regarded as a leader 
and teacher in the close-knit Lakewood 
police force. He was married with three 
children. 

Officer Tina Griswold liked to cook, 
ride her dirt bike, and was a certified 
diver. Her father is a retired police offi-
cer. She began working in law enforce-
ment as a dispatcher and came to 
Lakewood 5 years ago as an officer. She 
leaves behind a 21-year-old daughter 
and a 7-year-old son. 

Officer Ronald Owens, known to 
friends and family as Ronnie, was de-
scribed as having a fun-loving person-
ality and as someone who made every-
one around him feel positive. Officer 
Owens leaves behind a daughter. 

Officer Greg Richards enjoyed music 
in his spare time, playing drums in a 
rock band. He liked nothing better 
than spending time with his wife, 
Kelly, and his three children. 

By passing this resolution, we want 
the families of these police officers to 
know that they are not alone in 
mourning the loss of the Lakewood of-
ficers. My first job, Mr. Speaker, was 
as an attorney for the police depart-

ment. I served 31⁄2 years as an attorney 
for the Memphis Police Department, 
and I relate to the loss that the depart-
ment and this Nation have suffered. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this important resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

First of all, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. SMITH) 
for sponsoring this important legisla-
tion, and I rise in support of House Res-
olution 939. This resolution extends our 
condolences to the families of Sergeant 
Mark Renninger, Officer Tina Gris-
wold, Officer Ronald Owens, and Officer 
Greg Richards. These four police offi-
cers were members of the Lakewood, 
Washington, police department and 
were ambushed by gunfire in a mur-
derous act of violence on November 29, 
2009. 

These four officers were in uniform 
and sitting at a table in a coffee shop 
near their patrol area. They were pre-
paring for their upcoming shift when a 
gunman with an extensive criminal 
record who was out on bond for another 
criminal offense entered the location 
and suddenly fired gunshots at these 
officers. Two of the officers were killed 
immediately, another was shot when 
he stood up from the table, and the 
fourth was shot after struggling with 
the gunman in attempting to prevent 
his escape. The gunman fled but not be-
fore one of the wounded dying officers 
had shot him. 

The gunman was found 2 days later in 
Seattle after he challenged yet another 
police officer who approached him. 
That police officer was a 7-year veteran 
of the Seattle police force who noticed 
a parked, stolen car that was running 
but unoccupied. The officer approached 
the suspect outside the car and asked 
him to show his hands, but the suspect 
refused and started to run around the 
car. The officer shot and killed the sus-
pect to prevent his escape. The officer 
had recognized the gunman from pho-
tographs and identified him as the 
main suspect in the murders of these 
other officers. The gunman was car-
rying a service weapon taken from one 
of the slain officers that he had mur-
dered. 

Unfortunately, police officers and 
law enforcement officials sometimes go 
unnoticed and unappreciated by com-
munities that they protect. So far in 
2009, 111 American police officers have 
lost their lives in the line of duty, pro-
tecting the rest of us. These noble men 
and women deserve respect and grati-
tude from our entire Nation. Peace of-
ficers, like Sergeant Renninger, Officer 
Griswold, Officer Owens, and Officer 
Richards perform their jobs every day 
with the knowledge that there is a pos-
sibility that they may give their lives 
in service to the communities that 
they protect. That’s an awesome sac-
rifice, Mr. Speaker. 

As a Nation, we are grateful to peace 
officers who readily accept such a tre-
mendous burden and to their families 
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who accept that burden as well. In the 
wake of this vicious tragedy, we come 
together in support of the law enforce-
ment community and the families of 
these individuals. 

Sergeant Renninger was a 13-year 
law enforcement veteran. He is sur-
vived by his wife and three children. 
Officer Griswold, a 14-year police vet-
eran, is survived by her husband, a 
former deputy sheriff, and two chil-
dren. Officer Owens, a 12-year veteran, 
is survived by his daughter. Officer 
Richards, an 8-year veteran, is survived 
by his wife and three children. 

The four officers were original mem-
bers of the Lakewood Police Depart-
ment, which was founded just 5 years 
ago. They are the first officers from 
this department to be killed in the line 
of duty. As the resolution so aptly 
states, Members of Congress stand with 
the people of Lakewood, Washington, 
the men and women of the Lakewood 
Police Department, and members of 
the law enforcement community as 
they honor the lives and mourn the 
loss of these four dedicated public serv-
ants and law enforcement heroes. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield as 

much time as the gentleman shall con-
sume to Mr. SMITH from the State of 
Washington. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. I want to 
thank the Speaker and this Chamber 
for so quickly bringing this resolution 
to the floor. 

As we have now heard of the tragic 
events of last Sunday, we are here to 
offer our condolences to the families, 
also to honor the lives and the service 
of the four officers who were so bru-
tally slain, and to express our grief 
over their loss. They were ambushed 
early on Sunday morning, simply get-
ting ready to go to work. It is a trag-
edy that has had a deep impact on our 
community. And I want to also offer 
my condolences to all the people in 
Lakewood, especially their police force 
and the city officials, who have been so 
impacted by this tragic event. 

The four officers who were killed 
were part of the police force and all of 
the police officers in this country who 
so selflessly serve and protect all of us. 

They were Sergeant Mark Renninger, 
who was a 13-year law enforcement vet-
eran. He started out with the Tukwila 
Police Department before moving on to 
Lakewood. He is survived by his wife, 
two daughters, and a son. 

Officer Tina Griswold served 14 years 
in law enforcement, starting with the 
Lacey Police Department before mov-
ing to Lakewood. She is survived by 
her husband and two children. 

Officer Ronald Owens, who has served 
12 years in law enforcement, started off 
with the Washington State Patrol be-
fore moving to Lakewood. He is sur-
vived by a daughter. 

Officer Greg Richards served 8 years 
in law enforcement. He began with the 
Kent Police Department before going 

to Lakewood. He is survived by his wife 
and three children. 

b 1400 

It is very appropriate that Congress 
makes clear to the families and to all 
members of the law enforcement com-
munity that we stand with them in 
grieving their loss and honoring their 
service. And it is also important that 
we remember as often as possible what 
our law enforcement personnel do for 
us. 

I had the opportunity to serve as a 
prosecutor for a few years and work 
with many of the members of our law 
enforcement community, and what a 
lot of people forget is the constant dan-
ger that they are in and the courage 
that it takes to do their job every day. 
It’s easy to see a police officer on a pa-
trol or on the beat, see them driving 
around, and think of the job simply in 
that context. But every second of every 
day, people who serve as police officers 
know the risk and danger that they are 
taking. And the impressive thing is 
they take it every single day and they 
do it to protect us, to give us a sense of 
safety and security in our community 
despite the danger that they face. 

The tragedy in Lakewood makes that 
all too clear. They were simply sitting 
down for a cup of coffee to get their pa-
perwork together before going on shift. 
That makes it clear just how much our 
officers are always at risk and how 
willingly they take that risk and pro-
tect us. 

I thank the House for pausing for a 
few moments today to remember the 
service of these four officers, to honor 
them for that service, to grieve over 
their deaths, and to express condo-
lences to their families, to all of the 
people in Lakewood, and to the larger 
law enforcement community that does 
so much to protect us and show so 
much courage in doing so. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
REICHERT), who’s familiar with this law 
enforcement agency and, as a sheriff, 
represented much of this area. 

Mr. REICHERT. I thank the judge for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that most of the 
people in Washington, D.C., don’t know 
these families that we’re talking about 
today. The people here in Washington, 
D.C., don’t know the children that 
these officers will no longer be able to 
parent. 

But we do know police officers in 
Washington, D.C. We do know police of-
ficers here, the Capitol Hill Police De-
partment and the D.C. Police Depart-
ment, and we recognize the job they do 
every day to protect us. 

Sometimes it’s hard to make that 
connection between the men and 
women who wear the uniform and the 
sacrifices they make until it happens 
in your neighborhood, until it happens 
in your communities, until it happens 
to one of your neighborhood police offi-
cers, until it happens to your mother, 

your father, one minute sitting having 
coffee at a coffee shop, the next minute 
gone. Three fathers and a mother com-
ing to work to protect all of us. It hap-
pens every day on the streets of Amer-
ica. They put on the uniform. They 
know the risk. 

So with this resolution today, I think 
it’s right that we pause and think 
about the sacrifices that our men and 
women in uniform make here serving 
our police departments in our commu-
nities across this country, to honor the 
service of Mark Renninger, Tina Gris-
wold, Ronald Owens, and Gregory Rich-
ards. We should also mention Timothy 
Brenton, who was killed 30 days before 
this event, before this tragedy. He was 
also assassinated in the city of Seattle 
and he was sitting in his police car. 
This can happen at any time, at any 
moment, to any police officer across 
this country. 

So pausing to honor and to mourn 
the loss of these four Lakewood, Wash-
ington, police officers who were bru-
tally murdered Sunday morning just 
after Thanksgiving, spending the week 
with their family, I think it’s just and 
right that all of us here today extend 
our deepest sympathy, to stand in soli-
darity and in grief with the families, 
their fellow officers, their friends, and 
their community. The entire Nation 
mourns and our hearts are broken. 

To those involved in the hunt for the 
suspect, we commend you for your hard 
work and your bravery. Your thorough 
and effective work saved the lives of 
other citizens and other officers from 
harm. 

Moving forward, I hope all of you un-
derstand how hard this will be for the 
families. I, unfortunately, have had the 
duty to notify family members of their 
loved ones lost. It’s pain and emotion 
that you can’t imagine. These families 
are devastated. So, please, I would ask 
all of us to remember the families, and 
don’t forget they need your support, 
your help, your prayers, and your love. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, next year on May 15, 
right here on the Capitol grounds, we 
will pay tribute and honor to peace of-
ficers that have been killed this year in 
the line of duty. Until this event in 
Washington State, there were 111 peace 
officers killed in this country in the 
line of duty. Now there are 115, and 
they will be honored and their families 
will be honored next year. 

Having spent most of my career at 
the courthouse in Houston as a pros-
ecutor and then a criminal court judge, 
I saw a lot of police officers come down 
to the courthouse. And sometimes they 
didn’t return, and the reason was be-
cause some criminal had decided to 
take their life. But that is the occupa-
tion that they chose, to risk their lives 
for the rest of us. And we should al-
ways be mindful of the men and women 
that wear the uniform, those who wear 
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the uniform at home to protect us from 
domestic criminals and those who wear 
the uniform overseas to protect us 
from international criminals. 

Peace officers, Mr. Speaker, are the 
last strand of wire in the fence between 
the people and the lawless. Every day 
they put on their uniform and they put 
above their heart on their chest a 
badge, which is really a shield, a shield 
that’s symbolic of protecting the com-
munity from the evildoers. It goes back 
centuries ago. And yet they wear that 
shield proudly to protect us from peo-
ple who wish to do us harm. And when 
individuals make the decision to harm 
those that protect us, it is an Amer-
ican tragedy, and the whole country 
mourns with the families who have lost 
a police officer. 

So I urge that we mourn the loss of 
these officers, that we honor their lives 
and their bravery, and that we pass 
this resolution immediately. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I join with 
my friend from Texas in urging that we 
pass this resolution and that we do 
mourn these brave officers who lost 
their lives and stand with the people of 
Lakewood, Washington. 

But I would also ask us to think 
about what happened, why these people 
lost their lives. And we may never 
know, but we do know that the person 
who killed them should have been be-
hind bars. He was a criminal who was 
released from prison in Arkansas 
through executive clemency. And while 
there are certainly people who com-
mitted victimless crimes who are un-
necessarily kept for long periods of 
times in incarceration and should have 
clemency or some type of executive re-
lief, people who commit crimes of vio-
lence, as this person did, they should 
not be released unless there are some 
extra circumstances that are beyond 
anybody’s thought that it was appro-
priate. 

This gentleman was not reformed. He 
committed other crimes. He still 
should have been in jail. 

And you’ve got to think about men-
tal health. The man was a criminal, 
but he was also mentally ill. He had de-
lusions that he was some type of reli-
gious figure. And we’ve got to think 
about the mental health laws that we 
have up here and the opportunity to 
fund mental health institutions and to 
get mental health so that people can be 
treated before they commit some act 
out of a delusional aspect of their dis-
ease. 

So there are a lot of other areas we 
need to look into as we mourn these of-
ficers and remember 9/11 and the fire 
people and the police people who were 
killed there. And we’ve got to remem-
ber the issues with guns and how this 
man got access to a gun to commit this 
crime. So there are other issues that 
need to be looked at. 

I join all the Members of the House 
and ask that we pass H. Res. 939 and 
join in morning the loss of these four 

fine law enforcement officers, but also 
that we continue our research into the 
causes of this heinous crime. 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the fallen officers of the Lakewood, Wash-
ington, Police Department and to offer my 
condolences to the families and colleagues of 
these officers. 

The tragic events of November 29, 2009, 
took the lives of four officers who have served 
the Lakewood Police Department for many 
years. This is a loss not only to the police de-
partment, but to the law enforcement commu-
nity across the country. 

It is also a solemn reminder that every day, 
our men and women in uniform face unpre-
dictable threats. 

We must work in Congress to ensure that 
our police departments are always prepared, 
equipped, and ready to fend off these threats. 

Law enforcement officers are on the front 
lines of protecting our communities, and we 
must ensure they are protected, too. 

As a former police officer and a Michigan 
State Trooper, and the co-chairman of the 
Congressional Law Enforcement Caucus, I ex-
tend my condolences to the fallen, to the fami-
lies, and to the police department of Lake-
wood, Washington. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 
Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

honor the memories of the four brave officers 
whose lives were needlessly cut short this 
past week in Washington State. 

All four officers were members of the Lake-
wood Police and were slain while preparing for 
their shift by Maurice Clemons, a career crimi-
nal who had been paroled from prison earlier 
this decade and was later killed by a Seattle 
police officer after a long manhunt. 

We stand with all the police officers in 
Washington State who despite losing four of 
their own served with distinction and bravery 
to bring this killer to ‘‘justice.’’ 

I have long maintained that our first re-
sponders are the first line in our country’s na-
tional defense. They are out there on the 
streets every day keeping our communities 
and our children safe from harm. 

This resolution describes violence against 
law enforcement officers as ‘‘particularly hei-
nous,’’ which I think is an understatement. 
This kind of violence against these brave com-
munity servants is not only heinous, it’s un-
imaginable, horrific, and unacceptable. 

The Federal Government must do more to 
protect our police officers from these kinds of 
violent and malicious criminals. 

Congress must look at the ways we can 
strengthen the penalties for these kinds of hor-
rific crimes committed against our heroes. 

Our police officers are out there every day 
sticking their necks out for us, and we owe it 
to them to do everything in our power to pro-
tect them as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CUELLAR). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 939. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

RADIOACTIVE IMPORT 
DETERRENCE ACT 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 515) to prohibit 
the importation of certain low-level ra-
dioactive waste into the United States, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 515 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Radioactive 
Import Deterrence Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION. 

(a) AMENDMENT.—Chapter 19 of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2015 et seq.) is 
amended by inserting after section 276 the 
following new section: 

‘‘SEC. 277. IMPORTATION OF LOW-LEVEL RA-
DIOACTIVE WASTE.— 

‘‘a. Except as provided in subsection b. or 
c., the Commission shall not issue a license 
authorizing the importation into the United 
States of— 

‘‘(1) low-level radioactive waste (as defined 
in section 2 of the Low-Level Radioactive 
Waste Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 2021b)); or 

‘‘(2) specific radioactive waste streams ex-
empted from regulation by the Commission 
under section 10 of the Low-Level Radio-
active Waste Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 2021j). 

‘‘b. Subsection a. shall not apply to— 
‘‘(1) low-level radioactive waste being re-

turned to a United States Government or 
military facility which is authorized to pos-
sess the material; or 

‘‘(2) low-level radioactive waste resulting 
from the use in a foreign country of nuclear 
material obtained by the foreign user from 
an entity in the United States that is being 
returned to the United States for manage-
ment and disposal. 

‘‘c. The President may waive the prohibi-
tion under this section and authorize the 
grant of a specific license to import mate-
rials prohibited under subsection a., under 
the rules of the Commission, only after a 
finding that such importation would meet an 
important national or international policy 
goal, such as the use of waste for research 
purposes. Such a waiver must specify the 
policy goal to be achieved, how it is to be 
achieved, and the amount of material to be 
imported. 

‘‘d. A license not permitted under this sec-
tion that was issued before the date of enact-
ment of this section may continue in effect 
according to its terms, but may not be ex-
tended or amended with respect to the 
amount of material permitted to be im-
ported.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of contents for the Atomic Energy Act 
of 1954 is amended by inserting after the 
item relating to section 276 the following 
new item: 
‘‘Sec. 277. Importation of low-level radio-

active waste.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. GORDON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
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